Source-Matelas: one year after the
massacre, Martinez has difficulties

returning to normal life

On April 19, 2023, the Canaan gang invaded Source-Matelas, a locality in the commune of
Cabaret, north of Port-au-Prince. According to official figures, over a hundred people were
murdered. It was one of the country's deadliest massacres in this new era of gang violence.
One year on, the survivors have not always returned home. Martinez, one of them, still
hasn't recovered from the tragedy. “It was the worst moment of my life,” he continues to

tell.

A protest movement by Source-Matelas survivors to dislodge the bandits, 10 days after the massacre on April 19,
2023. Internet image

Report

Thirteen months have passed, but Martinez, not his real name, is still in shock. A simple
conversation with a friend is all it takes for the most terrible day of his life to resurface. This

computer scientist, in his thirties, almost died during the massacre of April 19 last year in



Source-Matelas, a village in Cabaret, some thirty kilometers north of Port-au-Prince. There was
nothing to suggest that this would be a day of horror for him. "There was nothing to worry about.
We had always said that if there hadn't been an attack in the evening, it wouldn't have been in the
middle of the day. What's more, the vigilance brigades had barricaded certain arteries in the area

as a sign of prevention. I was able to talk to friends in the street in complete peace,” he recalls.

Unexpectedly, heavy gunfire was heard. Panic quickly took hold of the neighborhood. Residents
began to fall victim to bullets. Houses and their occupants were set on fire. “With two friends, |

had to take refuge in a funeral home”, recalls Martinez.

In less than 24 hours, Taliban, the Canaan gang, with the support of the Village de Dieu gang,
murdered at least a hundred people in Source-Matelas, according to the Réseau National de
Défense des Droits Humains (RNDDH). The aim was to punish the local population, who had
erected barricades in the area after a first massacre in November 2022, which claimed the lives
of at least 73 people. "Between me and death was the business where | took refuge, since the
armed men were stationed in front of it, looking for who to kill. One of the people taking refuge
with me was with her infant son. One cry from the baby meant the end for us. She had to leave
her breast in the child's mouth to prevent him from making the slightest noise™, the miraculous

man tells us, with difficulties.




29 mars 2023, inauguration d’un mémorial en I’honneur des victimes du premier massacre gu’a connu Source-
Matelas. Moins d’un mois apres la cérémonie, le second massacre eut lieu. CP: Page Facebook Source Matelas
News.

The survivor didn't emerge from his hiding place until the following day, to flee the area
crowded with corpses, many of them charred. "We went into the funeral home at around 10 in
the morning and came out the next day at around 7 in the morning. So we were practically in
hiding for 21 hours. It was the worst moment of my life. | don't want to go through something

like that again,” says the man who lived at Source-Matelas for four years, in a sad voice.

From one refuge to another

Early in the morning of April 20, 2023, Martinez left his home and business at Source-Matelas,
never to return like the other survivors. Today, with his wife and son, he is housed in another
part of Cabaret. This is his fifth refuge in 12 months. "On the day of the massacre, my then 6-
month-old son was with my wife in the town of Cabaret. | went to find them. We then went to
Arcahaie, a neighboring commune. After a few months, we moved to Bon Repos (Croix-des-
Bouquets). The Canaan gang broke in. We had to go to Delmas and then back to Bon Repos

before coming back here to Cabaret", he explains.

In Martinez's new life, marked by perpetual migration, economic difficulties are very present.
Taking care of his family, far from home, without a job, is a difficult equation for the survivor.
"Living in someone's home and living at home are two different things. If at first the welcome is
warm, sooner or later it won't remain so", explains the man who was economically stable before
the events of April 19, 2023.

In Source-Matelas, Martinez had been running a business with a friend since 2021. It was the
first and only space in the neighborhood that offered paper printing, photocopying and word
processing services. "It gave me a significant boost. | could easily get five, 10 and even 50
thousand gourdes (over $300 US) in a short space of time. Now it's different,” he says. Since last
January, Martinez has had no economic activity. His wife, a teacher, has been out of work since

February.

"Until today, we are not at home. We live at the mercy of others while we have a child to feed.
Which is no mean feat. It can happen that my wife and | go a day without taking anything, but

we have to make sure our son finds something to eat,” he confides.



Hope of a sure return home

At Source-Matelas, Martinez was very involved in social issues. He was a member of several
civic structures that wanted to put the neighborhood in the spotlight while offering young people
manual trades. "We introduced them to macramé and laundry product manufacturing over a

period of several weeks. We cherished the idea of creating a great youth association,” he says.

According to the computer scientist, the neighborhood was a good place to live and offered many
opportunities. It was easy to make a little money with dignity. "Before it was emptied of its
residents, Source-Matelas was under construction. So electricians and bricklayers were always
on the job. Anyone could offer these services as a day laborer in one of the big companies in the

area,” he explains.

Despite the horror he experienced 13 months earlier, Martinez dreams of returning to Source-
Matelas, the neighborhood that cost him everything but which he still cherishes. He nurtures the
hope that this gang hangout, one of the country's many lost territories, will once again become
the paradise where he once lived. “I'm waiting for the situation in the country to return to normal

before returning home,” he concludes.



