Alex Frazi, the 15-year-old who
described the war In Bel-Air In

pictures

Alex is one of 1500 survivors of the gang war in Bel-Air who have been living in a camp in
Poste-Marchand since March. Passionate about drawing, the teenager turns the atrocities
he experienced in his native neighborhood into stories that he puts into images in his
notebook or on sheets of paper.
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Alex drawing a man with a gun in his notebook. Photo credit: Johnson Sabin

Report

Pink sandals, dark blue jeans, handcrafted necklace around his neck, 15-year-old Alex slips on
his green t-shirt inside out. He's about to spend another day in this camp for survivors, here in

Poste-Marchand, a few meters from the National Palace at Port-au-Prince. As with everyone



else, a small corner is reserved for Alex and his family. Enough for two rugs, a few sheets and
backpacks filled with the few clothes they were able to salvage.

Alex was born in Bel-Air into a family of seven children, of which he is the third. It was in this
working-class district of the Haitian capital that he learned to draw. His stories focus on armed
violence, a very common occurrence in this area. Cars, houses, gang strongholds, heavily armed
men and innocent civilians are all depicted in Alex's latest drawings. Slogans also abound. “Here
they come, fire; quickly, fall back; I've got a broken leg; this endless war is about to start... he
uses everything to illustrate his scenes.

The cry of children playing, newborn babies crying, the voices of survivors recounting their
experiences, the sporadic gunfire from Bel-Air ringing out - none of this noisy environment
prevents Alex from continuing to draw. The survivor, accustomed to tragedy, is never short of
inspiration. Les histoires d'Alex sont centrées sur les violences armées, évenements trés courants
a Bel-Air, quartier ou l'adolescent a pris naissance.
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In this drawing, Alex shows gang members displaying their weapons in their headquarters. Photo credit:
Milo Milfort.



Every new day, he draws another story filled with gun violence, or continues the one he's already
started. His new scenes illustrate the enmity between a gang leader and a policeman. "In this
story, a gang leader Kkills the policeman's child. Trying to take revenge, the policeman is shot in
the leg. After seeking medical attention, he returns and retaliates against the gang leader who, on
his return, kills several members of the policeman's family. The policeman ended up Killing the

gang leader, who was quickly replaced by another,” he recounts.

Alex has witnessed many crimes in Bel-Air since he was a child. Some people were shot dead in
his presence. Others burned to death. These memories haunt him and inspire him to draw. A
situation that distresses him. "I tell in pictures what | lived through. If there were no war, I'd
draw the story of a neighborhood that's a great place to live. A neighborhood that would certainly

have problems, but not war,” he laments.

Alex's drawing of two armed men murdering two people. Photo credit: Milo Milfort.
A great career in mind

Leaning against a wall, her bare feet in front of her yellow bowl, Anne-Marie Fortuné, Alex's
mother, does the laundry. Despite the inhumane living conditions she faces in the camp, the 34-
year-old still finds the smile to talk about her son. Her pride is visible. "He's had this gift since he
was a child. Even before looking for something to eat, he picks up his pen or pencil and draws.

That's what he loves,” she confides.

Anne-Marie has no job. She has difficulties to care his children. Her situation has worsened since
she took refuge in this space. She'd like to push Alex further towards his lifelong dream, but



can't. "l want him to go very far with his work. He'd like to evolve in the field, but | don't have
the means to help him,” she says sadly.

This desire to support is also evident in Alex, who was introduced to drawing at an early age by a
family friend. Actually, almost 10 years after his debut, the artist hopes that one day his work
will enable him to support his family. "My mother is poor. I'd like to help her, but I can't because

I have nothing. | wish | could have found an opportunity with these drawings to help my family

and make everyone happy,” he says.
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A scene of confrontation between police and gang members imagined by Alex. Photo credit: Milo Milfort.

Now, Alex can't even go back to school. The recent clashes between the G9 and GPEP armed
coalitions in Bel-Air are the reason. According to the Réseau National de Défense des Droits
Humains (RNDDH), these clashes have left over 70 people dead and 50 missing. Some people
were burned alive along with their homes during the conflict. Some survivors from Delmas 24,

Rue Tiremasse and Solino joined those from Bel-Air to form this makeshift camp in Poste-
Marchand, where Alex lives with his family.

Sure, the teenager is a bit away from the atrocities of his native place, but the images continue to
haunt him to the point where it has become the main object of his inspirations.



